
Update on Medicare Reimbursement Legislation
As we have been reporting over the last
several months, Medicare reimbursement
policy continues to create an unnecessary
access barrier to Medicare beneficiaries in
need of a bone marrow, peripheral blood stem
cell or cord blood transplant (stem cell
transplant). For many patients fighting blood
cancer or other blood disorders, these
transplants are their best chance for survival.

Transplant Centers are doing their best to continue treating the growing number of
Medicare eligible patients in need of a stem cell transplant. Yet, the current
reimbursement methodology from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS) has not provided hospitals with enough to adequately cover the costs of
acquiring the cells, let alone the post-transplant care. To date, CMS has not provided
regulatory guidance to address the reimbursement issues facing hospitals.
Therefore, the Congress is working to introduce legislation that would update the
Medicare payment policies to separate the cell acquisition costs from the transplant
itself; similar to that of solid organ.

Continue to urge your Members of Congress to maintain their commitment to the
Medicare population by supporting this legislation: be the voice to save a life.

Learn more about the legislation >

Act Now!

Jason Carter Clinical Trials Program: The User-
Friendly Clinical Trial Tool
Every year, thousands of patients are diagnosed with blood cancers and other life-
threatening diseases. For many patients, treatment through clinical trials provides
hope and a potential cure.

But finding clinical trials can be challenging. The Jason Carter Clinical Trials
Program, launched earlier this summer, makes finding clinical trials easier for
patients and their families. The online tool provides patient-friendly, easy-to-read
descriptions of blood cancer and blood disorder trials from clinicaltrials.gov. The
program also offers a Clinical Trial Patient Education Specialist to help answer
questions and prepare patients for more informed conversations with their care
team.

We are continuing to add hundreds of trials so that visitors will have access to every
clinical trial available to patients affected with blood diseases. As those are being
added our Clinical Trial Patient Education Specialist is available to help patients
search for all clinical trials. 

Funding was provided by the Carter family, in memory of their son and brother,
Jason Carter. Jason had leukemia for 4½ years and passed away in May 2016, at
age 28. He participated in 2 clinical trials, which gave him more time with his family.

To learn more and find out what this program has to offer, please visit JCCTP.org

Advocate Profile: Doris Koloski
Doris Koloski of Scranton, PA is an active
retiree. She enjoys spending time with family,
swimming and volunteering at dog rescues. But
in 2011, after routine blood work following back
surgery, Doris’s doctors informed her she had a
blood cancer known as myelodysplastic
syndrome (MDS). Doris didn’t want to miss out
on the rest of her life, so she decided it was
time to fight back.

She was referred to Memorial Sloan Kettering in New York City for treatment. As a
Medicare beneficiary, Doris first received Chemotherapy treatment in hopes of a
cure. However, her MDS quickly advanced to Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) and a
bone marrow transplant was her best hope for survival. Like 70% of other searching
patients, Doris didn’t have a viable match in her family and turned to the Be The
Match Registry®. Eli Fleet, a young donor on the registry, answered the call as
Doris’s match. Doris was thrilled to receive her “young boy blood” and prepared for
transplant with her family and friends alongside her. On August 3, 2012, Doris
received her life-saving cells.

Post treatment, Doris says there were side-effects, but nothing that’s not worth it.
Without Medicare coverage, Doris wouldn’t have been able to move forward with a
transplant, find her donor match, and later be cured by the cells Eli provided. This
second chance at life has allowed her to celebrate 54 years of marriage with
husband, Charles, attend 3 High School graduations, 3 college graduations and her
granddaughters wedding.

Have Questions?
We are available to answer questions and

offer support.
legislation@nmdp.org

Be The Match
Be part of our Facebook community and

connect with others supporting our mission.
facebook.com/BeTheMatch

Feedback BeTheMatch.org/advocacy
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